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Message from the Chair
It has been my pleasure to serve as Chair of the West Lethbridge Centre Steering Committee.
Once again, our Lethbridge creativity and desire to partner has brought enthusiasm and
expertise to the development of the West Lethbridge Centre.
To say that this project would not have been completed without the cooperation of many
would be an understatement. The Library Board, School Boards, City Council, architecture
firms, and contractors have worked together to successfully complete this project. The
Government of Alberta was a keystone in the building of the West Lethbridge Centre.
Ministers of Education, Infrastructure and Municipal Affairs recognized the need for this
facility and subsequently assisted in providing funding for the project.
Like any worthwhile project, the West Lethbridge Centre was not without its challenges.
Mother Nature threw the project a few curve balls along the way. In 2008 poor weather
conditions delayed construction, and in the summer of 2010 it delayed landscaping.
Ward Brothers Construction Ltd. general contractors and the many sub-contractors are to be
commended for completing this project on time, on budget, and on target to achieve LEED
Silver Certification for sustainable design and construction.
As we move forward, Lethbridge will see two vibrant school campuses that help students
achieve, a library that inspires students and residents, and a vibrant park system that will
anchor the west side.
Thank you to my fellow committee members for your contribution to this project.
Representatives from the Lethbridge School District No. 51, the Holy Spirit Roman Catholic
Separate Regional School Division No. 4, the Lethbridge Public Library and the City of
Lethbridge have made the vision of a landmark facility a reality.
Through partnerships, we continue to strive for the best outcome for our citizens in what we
believe to be a southwest Alberta tradition. Lethbridge should be proud of the
accomplishment of this innovative facility that will serve the community well into the future.
-Lea Switzer
Chair, West Lethbridge Centre Steering Committee
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Spirit of Partnership
The Lethbridge Public Library, City of Lethbridge, Lethbridge School District No. 51 and
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional School Division No. 4 came together to
develop the West Lethbridge Centre. As they initiated their partnership, they developed a
charter that put forth a standard of open communication, respect, and shared vision.
These values and a shared goal became known amongst the team as the spirit of
partnership. Through the development of a successful, cooperative alliance the partners
were able to see this project through to completion.
Architects, engineers, general contractors and sub-contractors also embodied the spirit of
partnership by showing their willingness to collaborate on the design and build of each
facility. Architecture firms Sahuri + Partners Architecture Inc. and J.A. Matthew Architect
Ltd. (Chinook High School); Sahuri + Partners Architecture Inc. (The Crossings Branch
Library); and Ferrari Westwood Babits Architects (Catholic Central High School Campus
West), formed a partnership agreeing to give the building a cohesive exterior. General
contractors, Ward Brothers Construction Ltd., oversaw the building of the facility, working
with sub-contractors and architects on each partner‟s section of the complex.
A spirit of partnership will always be a priority among the four partners as they continue
to share the facility. Cooperation and partnership continues to be a key ingredient in
Lethbridge‟s ongoing success.

Partnership Charter
We, the partners of the West Lethbridge Centre, are committed to the ongoing
operation of a community-centered, visionary complex that will serve the
educational, cultural, social, spiritual, emotional and recreational needs of our
community far into the future; through respect, innovation, cooperation, open
communication, and celebrating milestones.
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Steering Committee (2005 – 2010)
Maureen Calder, West Lethbridge Centre Steering Committee Chair (2005 – 2007)
Bob Higgins, West Lethbridge Centre Steering Committee Interim Chair (2005 – 2007)
Lea Switzer, West Lethbridge Centre Steering Committee Chair (2007 - 2010)
Liz Rossnagel, Director & CEO, Lethbridge Public Library (2005 – 2008)
Chris Spearman, Board Trustee, Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4 (2005 – 2010)
David Keohane, Superintendent, Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4 (2005 – 2009)
Kathy Hopkins, Director of the City Manager‟s Office, City of Lethbridge (2005 – 2010)
Mal Clewes, Superintendent, Lethbridge School District No. 51 (2005 – 2006)
Alderman Shaun Ward, City Council representative (2005 – 2007)
Eliah Farrell, Corporate Communications, City of Lethbridge (2006 – 2009)
Bary Beck, Director of Community Services, City of Lethbridge (2006 – 2010)
Barry Litun, Superintendent, Lethbridge School District No. 51 (2006 – 2010)
Alderman Rajko Dodic, City Council representative (2007 – 2010)
Todd Gnissios, Director & CEO, Lethbridge Public Library (2008 – 2010)
Bev Shimizaki, Director & CEO, Lethbridge Public Library (2008 – 2009)
Caryl Nelson-Fitzpatrick, Board Chair, Lethbridge Public Library (2008 – 2010)
Chris Smeaton, Superintendent, Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4 (2009 – 2010)
Nicole Mitton, Corporate Communications, City of Lethbridge (2009 – 2010)
Irene McDonnell, Committee Assistant (2005 – 2010)
Vic Pirie, Secretary Treasurer, Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4 (Alternate 2005)
Austin Fennell, Board Trustee, Lethbridge Public Library (Alternate 2006)
Bill Robbins, Board Vice-Chair, Lethbridge Public Library (Alternate 2009)

Management Committee (2005 – 2010)
Don Lussier, Assoc. Superintendent of Business Affairs, Lethbridge School District No. 51 (2005 – 2010)
Bob McMann, Manager of Operations and Maintenance, Lethbridge School District No. 51 (2005 – 2010)
Rick Brugos, Plant Operations Coordinator, Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4 (2005 – 2008)
Bary Beck, Director of Community Services, City of Lethbridge (2005 – 2010)
Liz Rossnagel, Director & CEO, Lethbridge Public Library (2005 – 2008)
Reg Areshenko, Facility Services, City of Lethbridge (2005 – 2008)
Todd Gnissios, Director & CEO, Lethbridge Public Library (2008 – 2010)
Ray Viel, Assoc. Superintendent, Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4 (2008 – 2010)
Karrie Nightengale, Project Manager, City of Lethbridge (2008 – 2010)
Lisa Palmarin, Secretary-Treasurer, Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4 (2010)
Conrad Westerson, Manager of Facility Services, City of Lethbridge (2010)
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Project Timeline

City of Lethbridge allocates land for the West
Lethbridge project. The design process begins.
Partners agree to use the same general
contractor and the contract is awarded to Ward
Brothers Construction Ltd.

The partners jointly develop
a Terms of Reference that
assists in governing the use
and construction of the
facility.
In July 2006, the City of
Lethbridge agrees to
fund the then projected
City Council, Lethbridge School District No.
$8 million construction
51 and Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate
and equipment cost of a
Regional School Division No. 4 ask the
20,000 sq. ft. library
Library Board to add a full-service library to
branch with a scheduled
the project.
opening date of fall
2009.

Holy Spirit Board of Trustees considers
alternatives for a West Lethbridge Facility. In
December 2002, Holy Spirit Roman Catholic
Separate Regional School Division No. 4
becomes involved in the project.

Lethbridge School District No.
51 determines the need for a
high school on the west side of
Lethbridge.

2000

2001

2002

2004

2003

Lethbridge School District No. 51 completes a
grade reconfiguration. Grade 9 students are
now included in high school. This increases
the number of students in each high school
and the need for additional classroom space.

Catholic Central High School
reaches capacity.

2005

2006

In December of 2005 the
Government of Alberta approves
funding for the high school
complex.

A P3 (Public-Private Partnership)
project assessment is done. It is
determined that it is not a viable
funding option for this project. A
new „P3‟ (Public-Public Partnership)
funding model is created drawing
on resources from each public
partner.

Chinook High School and Catholic
Central High School Campus West open
for the 2010-2011 school year. The
Crossings Branch Library opens to the
public.
A ground breaking ceremony, on
October 31, marks the start of
construction.

2008

2007

2010

The Government of Alberta awards
funding for Phase 2 of the
respective high school campuses.

Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate
Regional School Division No. 4 adopts a
dual campus model for the new facility.
Students at Catholic Central High School
will attend both schools with each
campus specializing in different courses.

5

Project Costs
Chinook High School

$45,293,000

Catholic Central High School Campus West

$19,977,000

The Crossings Branch Library

$11,275,000

City of Lethbridge Sportsfield, Park,
and Storm Water Management

$17,702,000

Project Total:

$94,247,000

Funded by Alberta Education, Alberta Municipal Infrastructure Program
(AMIP), Canada-Alberta Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (CAMRIF), City of
Lethbridge, Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional School Division No.
4 and Lethbridge School District No. 51.
In addition to the above costs, the Lethbridge Public Library Board completed
a fundraising campaign for equipment, collections and programs.
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Since opening…
The Crossings Branch Library:
has signed out 48,330 books
has had more than 10,000 people visit in the first 22 days of being open
has had an additional 1,000 residents sign-up for a Library membership
Chinook High School:
began offering classes to 733 students
has hosted eight volleyball and basketball tournaments in the first four
month of operation
Catholic Central High School West Campus:
began offering classes within the dual campus concept
has hosted a blessing and rededication ceremony at both high schools
using technology to link students from both campuses

7

Lethbridge School District No. 51
Chinook High School
“Thanks to the exceptional efforts of each of the partners in this unique venture,
the dream of providing secondary schools on the west side of our city to
accommodate the rapidly growing population has finally been realized.”

- Gary Bartlett, Board Chair (2007 - Present)

“Thanks to the vision, commitment and determination of successive Board of
Trustees over the past decade, Chinook High School, as part of the West Lethbridge
Centre, has grown from an idea on paper to a magnificent educational facility that
will serve students through this next century.”
- Barry Litun, Superintendent of Schools

Partnership Charter

We, the partners of the
West Lethbridge Centre, are
committed to the ongoing
operation of a communitycentered, visionary complex
that will serve the
educational, cultural, social,
spiritual, emotional and
recreational needs of our
community far into the
future; through respect,
innovation, cooperation,
open communication, and
celebrating milestones.
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Project Highlights
Chinook High School is the fourth public high school in Lethbridge. It offers a
wide range of programming leading to a variety of employment and post
secondary opportunities.
Chinook High School is 12,151 m2 and is built for 1,100 students.
Architecture firms Sahuri + Partners Architecture Inc. and J.A. Matthew
Architect Ltd. gave Chinook High School a dynamic design that makes for an
ideal learning environment.
The New Media Centre at Chinook High School seats 348 and is a technically
state-of-the-art facility that can handle a variety of media including video
conferencing.
The gym is 1,325 m2 and is the largest high school gym in Lethbridge.
Chinook High School has a full commercial kitchen that can serve 1,300
people.
On August 30, 2010 Chinook High School opens for the 2010-2011 school
year with 733 students.
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Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional
Division No. 4
Catholic Central High School Campus West
“The foresight that was used in the development of the entire West Lethbridge
Centre facility will unquestionably benefit our community for years to come. This
partnership is a testament to what can be accomplished when we can work
together to accomplish our collective dreams.”
- Nadine King, Board Chair (2009 - 2010)

“We are incredibly proud of the new Catholic Central High School Campus West and
the staff who have been instrumental in ensuring that the facility is a beacon for
innovation and excellence. The educational opportunities that have been brought
forward as a result of the development of Campus West will help us continue to
focus on addressing the needs of our 21st century learners.”
- Christopher Smeaton, Superintendent of Schools

Partnership Charter

We, the partners of the
West Lethbridge Centre, are
committed to the ongoing
operation of a communitycentered, visionary complex
that will serve the
educational, cultural, social,
spiritual, emotional and
recreational needs of our
community far into the
future; through respect,
innovation, cooperation,
open communication, and
celebrating milestones.
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Project Highlights
One School, Two Buildings, Endless Opportunities
The west side campus will be a second site for Catholic Central High
School. The two buildings, designated as CCH Campus West and CCH
Campus East, will function as a single school on two sites, offering a
complete and enhanced high school program encompassing core
instruction, sports academies, fine arts, CTS (including pre-engineering),
Advanced Placement, construction, computer technology, and religious
studies.
In 2010, Catholic Central High School will be the only school in North
America to offer both a quarter system time table and a dual campus
opportunity.
The Campus West gymnasium is one of the largest physical education
facilities in Southern Alberta. It also contains a fitness center, a sports‟
medicine instructional lab, and a student athletic-training lab.
Ferrari Westwood Babits Architects were the innovative designers of
Campus West. Their goal, to create a beautiful and functional facility that
reinforces a genuine Catholic atmosphere, was fully realized.
Ward Brothers Construction Ltd. was the primary contractor for the
project. Their aim was to construct a quality building in a collaborative and
professional manner.
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Lethbridge Public Library
The Crossings Branch Library
“The Lethbridge Public Library Board has been extremely pleased by the
collaborative nature of its partnership with the City and our two local School Boards.
Working together has allowed each partner to provide the best possible facility while
taking advantage of the cost economies of co-location.
The Crossings Branch Library opened in the West Lethbridge Centre on August 30,
2010. This much-needed expansion of library services would not have been
possible without the foresight of previous Boards, full capital financial support by
the City of Lethbridge, and overwhelming community response to the Branching Out
Capital Campaign, raising over $1.1 million to “fill the shelves.” A vital community
facility, The Crossings Branch Library is enjoying tremendous public support through
attendance and usage beyond all expectations.”
- Caryl Nelson-Fitzpatrick, Board Chair (2008 - 2010)
“The Crossings Branch Library is a vital addition to the Lethbridge Public Library. We
are proud to have expanded our services to meet the needs of the residents of west
Lethbridge. The partnership with two high schools is an excellent marriage allowing
all partners to be focused on providing learning opportunities to the citizens of
Lethbridge.”
- Todd Gnissios, Director

Partnership Charter

We, the partners of the
West Lethbridge Centre, are
committed to the ongoing
operation of a communitycentered, visionary complex
that will serve the
educational, cultural, social,
spiritual, emotional and
recreational needs of our
community far into the
future; through respect,
innovation, cooperation,
open communication, and
celebrating milestones.
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Project Highlights
As part of the Lethbridge Public Library‟s long range planning, the Library Board
constantly reviews the service it provides to ensure all citizens of Lethbridge have
equitable access to library services.
Factors impacting a public library‟s ability to provide equitable access to its services
include:
• Location of library service points (i.e. facilities)
• Distance and ease of access to these service points
• Availability of library materials and services per capita
In 2005, the Lethbridge Public Library Board commissioned a benchmark
25- year Needs Assessment Facilities and Services Strategic Plan Study.
Preliminary data showing high population growth in west Lethbridge relative
to the rest of the City confirmed a more urgent need for a library branch in
that area.
With construction at the half-way point in 2009, the Library Board embarked
on its ambitious Branching Out Campaign to raise almost $1 million for new
materials in a myriad of formats. The community responded over the next
year with an outpouring of support and generosity.
On August 30, 2010 The Crossings Branch Library opened to the public. Its
two story glass and steel cantilevered entrance beckons the public. Inside
is a warm, inviting, environmentally friendly facility filled with natural light
that has been a huge hit with over 5,000 visits in its first month of
operation.
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City of Lethbridge
“The City of Lethbridge now has another landmark facility. It is because of
the incredible partners who had the tenacity to see a project through, that all
residents can be proud of this project.”
- Retired Mayor Robert Tarleck (2001-2010)

“For 10 years this project has been in development. It is the largest
construction footprint in the history of Lethbridge and will serve to anchor the
west end of the city. The Management Committee has excelled at overseeing
construction and the Steering Committee has been adept at seeing this
project to completion. The City is proud to have included an extensive parks
system in this project addressing the community need.”
- Bary Beck, Director of Community Services

Partnership Charter

We, the partners of the
West Lethbridge Centre, are
committed to the ongoing
operation of a communitycentered, visionary complex
that will serve the
educational, cultural, social,
spiritual, emotional and
recreational needs of our
community far into the
future; through respect,
innovation, cooperation,
open communication, and
celebrating milestones.
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Project Highlights
In August 2006, the City of Lethbridge allocated land for the West
Lethbridge project and agreed to begin development of the area known as
Benton Crossing, now known as the Crossings.
The surrounding landscape includes 45+ acres of park land and sports
fields including 8 tennis courts, 3 ball diamonds, 4 soccer pitches, 4
basketball courts, 4,430 meters of pathway, and 1,140 trees.
The surrounding park land is a comprehensive solution for storing storm
water. Funding for storm water management came from the federal
government‟s Canada-Alberta Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (CAMRIF).
Sportfields construction was initiated in 2008 and sodding was complete in
2009, allowing for two seasons of growth prior to the start of the 2010/11
school year.
Pedestrian access to the area goes beyond the park pathway system and
extends into the surrounding neighbourhoods, increasing pedestrian access
to the facility.
Beginning in 2007, Crossings Neighbourhood development had four
multi-million dollar contracts for the development of services including dry
pond storm piping, rough grading and the installation of deep services.
Consistent with City Council policy, the City allocated 1 % of its total capital
program to the acquisition of public art. The West Lethbridge Centre
library project was included in this portfolio.
On May 3, 2010, City Council approved a 4.5 acre site for the Twin Ice
Arena to be located on the corner of Britannia Blvd. W. and Mauretania
Rd. W., adding to recreation facilities on the west side
The City of Lethbridge provided dedicated staff from the facilities team to
assist the management committee.
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LEED Certification
West Lethbridge Centre is on target to achieve LEED Green Building Rating Silver
Certification. The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) rating system
encourages a global adoption of sustainable building practices.
LEED standards achieved include:
The building site is an environmentally appropriate location not impacting any
ecologically sensitive area.
Bicycle storage and change room/shower facilities encourage WLC employees
to use alternate modes of transportation for commuting to work.
The exterior and interior light fixtures reduce light pollution.
Recyclables will be collected throughout the building.
Building materials were selected based on their recycled post-consumer and
post-industrial content.
Regional building materials are being used (extracted and manufactured within a
certain radius of the building site).
Certified wood products that encourage responsible forest management were
used for beams and columns in the Library and sports flooring in the schools.
Water fixtures and toilets were selected to reduce water consumption.
The building was designed to reduce energy consumption and optimize energy
performance. This includes electrical and mechanical equipment, and energy
efficient triple glazed windows in the Library.
The mechanical equipment does not contain any CFC or HCFC refrigerants.
The displacement ventilation system was designed to ensure indoor air quality.
Northern Irrigation District (LNID) is used as a makeup source when required.
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What’s next?
Moving into the future:
The partners will continue to work together on the use of facilities and parks,
continuing in the Spirit of Partnership.
Chinook High School will open its New Media Centre in the spring of 2011.
Partner agreements governing the use of the facility will be finalized.
The Twin Ice Arena (located directly south of the West Lethbridge Centre) will
begin development and open in the fall of 2012.
The City of Lethbridge, together with the commercial industry, will continue to
develop services on the west side of Lethbridge.
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Year End Report
2009/2010
CONSTRUCTION/BUDGET
City Council awarded the final landscaping tender for the front of the schools and the
boulevards to Porter Tanner.
All sports fields were completed in advance of opening the facility.
Despite inclement weather, the landscaping contractor miraculously completed the
landscaping in time for the opening. Any deficiencies will be dealt with in the
spring of 2011.
The storm pond is functioning as it was designed and the fields are in good shape,
despite heavy rains Lethbridge experienced in the spring/summer of 2010.

ORGANIZATIONAL
Lethbridge School District No. 51 proceeded with the purchase of equipment,
furnishings and supplies. Committees were put in place to oversee the process of
ordering and purchasing supplies, and organizing the painting of gym lines.
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4 hired an additional
Associate Principal to provide more administrative support to both Catholic Central
High School campuses.
Lethbridge School District No. 51 established principles of staffing as well as
guidelines and timelines for staffing.
A new Associate Director of Public Services was hired to take over the portfolio at the
Crossing Branch Library. Todd Gnissios was appointed Director and CEO of the
Lethbridge Public Library, effective February 1, 2010. Elizabeth Hegerat was named
Branch Coordinator of the Crossing Branch Library. Ms. Hegerat began her new
position on Monday, June 21, 2010.
The Library developed and implemented a new website. (www.lethlib.ca)
Lethbridge School District No. 51 parent/student registration night for Chinook High
School attracted 700 people.
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4 hosted an information
session at Catholic Central High School Campus East, detailing dual campus
opportunities.
The Library scheduled a “Dash to the Finish Party” on May 6, 2010 for the individuals
and groups that have generously supported the Crossings Branch Library. The Library
Board was pleased with the advertising and fundraising campaign completed for the
new branch.
The Library was successful in their bid for Provincial Community Initiatives Program
(CIP) grant funding for $50,000.
The Crossings Branch Library opened on August 30, 2010. The Library‟s “Branching
Out Campaign” finished on September 30, 2010.
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On May 3, 2010, City Council approved the 4.5 acre site for the Twin Ice Arena which
will be located on the corner of Britannia Boulevard West and Mauretania Road West.
The Grand Opening Celebrations were held on September 17, 2010. Minister of
Infrastructure, Ray Danyluk; Mayor Robert Tarleck; MLA Lethbridge West, Greg
Weadick; MLA Lethbridge East, Bridget Pastoor; Public Library Board Chair, Caryl
Nelson-Fitzpatrick; Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional School Division No. 4
Chair, Nadine King; and Lethbridge School District No. 51 Chair, Gary Bartlett all
brought greetings. The ceremony was attended by students from both high schools
and community members.

GOVERNANCE
The Condo and Operating Agreements were approved in 2010 by the Library Board,
the Board of Lethbridge School District No. 51, and the Board of Holy Spirit Roman
Catholic Separate Regional Division No. 4.
The addendum to the Joint Use Agreement is proceeding.

COMMUNICATIONS
Lethbridge School District No. 51 ran two successful open houses for the community
to share information on Chinook High School.
Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional School Division No. 4 developed a
communications plan for Catholic Central High School Campus West.
The Grand Opening Ceremony was attended by all local media.
With the facility completed and in use, The West Lethbridge Centre Steering Committee would
like to thank the many government departments that have worked with us to develop and bring
to fruition a truly remarkable project. We would also like to thank Minister of Education, Dave
Hancock; Minister of Municipal Affairs, Hector Goudreau; Minister of Infrastructure, Ray Danyluk;
past Ministers Zwozdesky, Hayden, Liepert, Dr. Lyle Oberg and Clint Dunford; MLA Lethbridge
West, Greg Weadick; MLA Lethbridge East, Bridget Pastoor, the City of Lethbridge and Ward
Brothers Construction Ltd.
The partnership created for this project has been very successful. We are extremely proud of the
work accomplished this year to complete this magnificent facility. Once again, our Lethbridge
creativity and desire to partner has seen this project to completion.
Respectfully submitted,
Lea Switzer
West Lethbridge Centre Steering Committee Chair
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West Lethbridge Centre
A JOINT FACILITY OF
Chinook High School • Catholic Central High School Campus West
The Crossings Branch Library • City of Lethbridge Sportsfield, Park & Storm Water Management
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December 2010

